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Thrilling Experiences in
“The Valley of Death,”
Where Saurians, Believed
Extinct, Battle White
Invaders, Told by
Dr. G. Kingsley Noble,
of American Museum of -
Natural History

EARSOME lrards that added thoir
quota of terror to a world dominated
by hair-ralsing monsters ‘and supposed
by sclentists to be long extinct have
recently been placed on exhibition in the
American Musoum of Natural History
in Nsw York. The musoum Hzards aro
stuflfod and mounted, but in the Now
York Zoologleal Park are soveral live
specimens brought back from the Island
of Haltl by an intrepld scientist who
through his discovery, has complotcly:
upsot tho savants who devoto themsolves
to prohistorie affalrs, .

In a valley of death, shunned by the
natlves, and on an lsland in a dead sca,
the grotosque saurians that roamed tha
earth when pterodactyls screamed over-
head and dinosnurs and carnivorous
tyrannosaurl bellowed their challenges
in the eerio light of a crimson moon,
were discovered by Dr. (. Kingsley
Noble, in chargoe of tho Angelo Heilprin
Expedition, It {s woll over fifty years
since one of these rare lizards has been
seon by white men, and until Dr, Noble's
surprising find it was generally supposed
by sclentists that they had passed fore
ever into oblivion.

In addition to the aupposedly extinct
lzards or iguanas, known to sclence as
Cyclura Ricordil, the expedition dis-
covered & number of extremely raro
saurians which have been named rhinoc-
eros lguanas because of their strango
head rescmblance to the African mon-
ster. Armead with a well-developed tusk
upon thelr snouts, these rhinoceres
{guanaa are panic personifled,

Dr, Noble, who is associate curator of
herpetology In the Amerlcan Museum of
Natural History, had no ldea of the
amazing discovory he was to make when
he set out for Haltl In command of tho
‘Angelo Hellprin Expedition. The party
startod in pursult of toads and did sue-
coed In capturing the largest known to
modorn man, but that prized find was
dwarfed In importanco with the discovery
of the anclent ilzards,

Although but a fow days’ sall from the

“port of New York tho Island of Halti ls
the rondezvous of animals and birds and
rveptiles raroly, if ever, soon elsewhere
on land or sea. And that portlon of the
{sland where tho rhinoceros iguanas and
tholr presumably extinct brethren wero
tound has reldom beon seen by white men
and very fow natives, It Is an fdeal
wotting for prehistoris life, and the
mombers of the expedition would not
have been greatly astonishod had thoy
encountored a hrortosaurus in full ro-
galla or witnessed tho flight ot a
pteranodon over the silent, saltine lako
that was once an arm of the ocoan.

While ongaged In fleld work in the
Domlinican Reopubllc the mombers of

the oxpedition, in talks with natlvos,
were told of a strange lako whoso wators
woro salty and about the banks of which
stranga monstors had been socon by
hunters sufliclently daring to ponetrato
Into the land of terror. From the de-
scriptions they were able to gather, and
after making duo allowanco for native
oxulggcruticn, Dr, Nobls and his as-
sociates, aniong them his wife, Ruth
Crosby Noble, concluded that the place
of foarful reputation must be the habitat
of monster lizards, Thelr sclentific ap-
potites whettad by the thoughts of pos-
sible discoveries of valuo, preparations
wero at once maido for a trek to tho lake
of brine in the Valley of Death,

The bourn of scientific desire toward
which tho members of tho expedition
turned their steps is Lake Lnriquillo,
which with Lake Saumatre, a fow miles
to tho westward, remaing as muto.evi-
denco of n timo in the Plefstocene period
when that entive reglon was under tha
sea and a great arm of tho ocean
scparated Southwestern Haltl from the
rest of the island. During that perlod
corals and sea fans thrived and trople
fish of dazzling :plendor sported in the
brilllant watera, Sea monsters, long
since eliminated from the schome of life,
coursed in pursuit of prey and on the
banks and overhead weird creations in a
world of terror had thci‘r day.

IN'I‘O the lnkes, lylng In the great
valley that has once boen an ocean's
bod, moutain streams poured thelr fresh
wator and the trapped sea lifo perishod,
Then, gradually, under a trople sun the
waters receded, leaving behind miles and
miles of scorching salt plalns and cliffs
of coral limestons. On the sunburned
salndas the whitened skeletons of an
nihilated sen creatures bear mute testl-
mony to nature’s malevolent moods,

It was to this uncharitablo and drab
roglon that Dr. Noble and his little band
of scigntlsts made thelr way over roads
and trails that boggar description, and
finally they camo to a nativo settlement
known as Duvergo, consisting of a few
peattered and unpropossessing  huts,
gltuated on an arid plain between Lake
Eariquillo and tho Slerra de Bahoruco,
The party found that tho country about
the lake has beon reparded by the
nativos a3 a valley of death ay far back
as memory. or tradition will carry them,
Today a few natives laboriously cko out
an exlstonce near tho mountaln streanms
that feed into the levss, which under
the hot sun continue {o recede,

Lagor for tho trall, and burning
with dosiro to got sight of tho great
lzards depleted to them, tho sclentisty
lost no timo In arranging thelr living
quarters, and the next morning found

' \

One of the strange monsters found in the Valley of
Death was the rhinoceros iguana, a fearsome creature
armed for deadly combat and eager for it

thom hending for the forbidding hills, a
fow miles distant, under the guldance of
two nativos, Arriving at the base of the
hills tho party made its tortuous way,
through dense forests of cactl and tama-
rind, Once through tho heavy trople
growth and upon the hillside the way
was easler, for vegaetation was sparse,
Howevor, the deep chasms cut into thw
limestons by torrentinl streams during
the short but violont rainy season in
thoso purix made the progress of the
party slow and tedlous,

“WWe¢ came nt length to the brink of
ono of those dry arroyos, ono that was
n little dustler and more stifling than
tho others,” sald Dr, Noble in describing
tho venture of the party into the haunts
of tho grotcsque spurians, “Tho acaclas
which had once g(;:rown there had been
scorched out of existence, loaving only
thelr gnarled roots to twist and writhe
among the sun-heated limestones. Here
and there lttle clumps of organ cactl
had survived by drawing close together,
like so many soldiers withstanding a
final attnck. The guido had stopped and
was pointing at something far up in the
canyon,

upt first I could seo only the twisted
roots of tho doad trees. Gradually there
took shape in the shadow of one of the
larger trunks the crest of a rhinoceros
iguann, Slowly the beast ralsed ltself,
His deep-sot eyos stared -coldly In our
direction. I noted that he was dircctly
{n front of a Jagged burrow and quietly
1 slipped my heaviest charge into the
brecch of my shotgun, Blowly the
stock came to my shoulder; a terrific
report echoed through the eanyon. The
lizard reared, then dropped down tho
burrow,”

DR. NOBLT! and his companions
rushed to tho opening of the bur-
row, but the {guana had vanished, They
made offorts to dig him out, but without
avall, The next day with plek and
shovol they dig thelr way into the bank
for fourteen feet and came to a chamber
threo feot square, but no quwrty was
to be found., Ilowever, tha encounter
with the rare lzard but stimulated the
selentists to groator effort, Mothodl-
cally for a week the party, with the ald
of natives, searched the canyons and
oliffaldes for the nose-behorned loftovers
of an anclent world, They found that
the rhinoceros lguana dug his burrow
only in the cliffs or in the walls of aink
holes. Soarch the sandy pinina that
strotehed about for many miles as they
might, no traco was found of burrows,
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The Marine Corps furnished Dr. G. Kingsley Noble, head of the American Museum of Natural Hist
which to cruise about in the dead sca, aud in it he and his party visited the mysierious island Jn thg center of the sult luke

“waters of the dead lake.

and with this knowledge the nclentists
concentrated their efforts in the cliffs,
Thoy wero soon rewarded by the cap-
ture of a few half-grown Iguanas, but
tho larger and more wily lizards evaded
capture, .

And thon came the tale of the mysterl.
ous isle that lles within the brackish
#aters of Lake Enriquille,

Native tradition had it that. the
fsland in the great salt loke was in-
habitated by ferocious lizards of gigan-
tic slze, Fow thera were who had ever
set foot on tho Island, for a quarter of
a century had elapsed since natives of
sufficlent daring had ventured upon the
Being fully
B0 per cent more sallno than the ocean,
it 1s impossible for fish to exist in Lake
Enriquillo, and offering no food yield and
being regarded as 8 place of death, 1t
had been wtudiously avoided by the few
natives who dwelt In the vieiniiy,

This dexolnte, tideless sea was without
a boat or ferryman, and although re-
garded as a lake of death, no Charon
offered pnssage to the venturesoms
visitor, The lsland of sclentific desire,
a sandspit twelve miles In length and
a mile in width, lay four miles off from
the nearest, point of tho mainland, and it
was imperative that a boat be secured
if the party was to personally view the
monsters describod to them by the awed.
volced natives, ~

Confronted by an emergency, Dr,
Noble decided to tell his trouble to the
marines, and forthwith dispatched a
messenger to the nearest station oc-
cupled by Uncle Sam's soldiers of the
sea. Ho besought the officer in com-

mand to provide him with a boat, In -

concrete demonstration of thelr efliciency
in times of war and peace, the appeal to
the mnrines was acceded to and several
days. later the settlement of Duverge
was atartled beyond measurs by the roar
of a motor as an army truck, bearing
a boat, thundered Into view,

Juan Horrera, an ex-bandlt, who ruled
over Duverge, grew excited over the
visit to the island of fable and Im-
medintely organized a party of his more
doughty followers to assist the sclentists
in thelr undertaking. On the day that
the pariy set forth on Its quest, which
was destined greatly to enrich sclentific
lore, It wus necessary to drag the boat
across two milos of quaking mud that
intorvened betweoen the mainland and
the wator'y edge,

Inasmuch as the boat would hold but
four persons with safety, It was decided
that Dr, and Mrs, Noble, Juan Herrera

03'3’ expedition, a boat with.

and a gulde would be the first to make
the venture. As Dr. Noble, at the oars,
headed into. the lake of brine toward
the low-lying lsland of mystery, &
strong wind sprang up that caused the
waves to dash close to the gunwale of
the not altogsther too stanch craft.

After more than two hours of rowing
the boat grounded on the shore of the
island that was largely covered with
strange candelabra-like eacti; fit hiding
ground for weird saurfan life. Hardly
had the four voyagers disembarked and
started inland than they wero startled
by a crashing sound and directly in their
path four grotesque saurlans charged
out from under some fallen eactl and
with great speed they slithered out of
sight, Before the creatures disappeared
Dr, Noble had time to note the fact that
they were lacking In the tusk of the
rhinoceros {gunna and that they were
equipped with whorls of Bpikes upon
their talls,

In that instant Dr, Noble reallzed that
he had come upon the Cyclura Ricordii,
a specie of lizard that had been lost to
sclence for over fifty years and con-
ceded by investigators to be lost forever
to the world, The balance of the day
was spent in search of the iguanas, but
the wily llzards evaded detection, No
trace was found of the rhinoceros
{guana, the {sland heing seemingly the
exclusive habitat of the supposedly ex-
tinet varlety. Tho search revealed the
fact that the newly discovered: lizards
differed from the rhinoceros iguana in
that they dug holes in the flat, salt-
incrusted flatlands, where the rhinoceros
vla;;;iety burrows into the sides of
cliffs, .

ONSUMED with & desfre to add
further trophies to thelr goodly
collection, and hoping for the discov-
ery of further rare specimens, Dr, Noble
and his party decided to strike out for
Lako Saumatre on the Haitian border.
Long after dark the expedition arrived
at Las Lajas, consisting of a half dozen
hovels and representing the last Do-
minlean outpost., In the larger of the
group of huts, one of three rooms, the
aclontists were bid welcome by the
town’s lending citizen, who In extension
of his hospitality set out embossed rum
glagses on a great table,

The objective of the party on the fol-
lowing day was an island a quarter of
a nile long and about 100 yards wide.
That they might eapture iguanas alive
dogs were necessary, and after consider-
able effort two yellow mongrels were
rounded up for the hunt, Hardly had
the party landed on the island than the
dogs, with much ndo, set Into the brush
and a minute later a huge lguana scur-
ried into view, closely followed by ons
of the dogs, At the water’s edge the
great lizard turned at bay, but as the
dog tore st him the grotesque benst
plunged into the lake.

Here was an amazifg thing, These

- saurians live thoir entire lifo on land,

proforring sun-baked rocks and bad
lands and steadfastly avoiding water,
Soveral minutes elapsed after the rhinoc-
eros Iguana took its plunge, and Dr,
Noble presumed that it had drowned.
Then, suddenly a betusked snout ap-
peared above the surface, Quickly one
of the Haitlan boys hended Into the lake
and prosently emerged, holding the lz.
ard by tho ncek. Others went to his as-
sistancece and the prize was speedily
landed,

“This experienco solved a problem that
had long been a puzzle to me,” states
Dr. Noble, "“Why is it that many of the
West Indian {slands which are supposed
to he voleanic in origin—lo bave arisen
from the depths of the sea—are, not-
withstanding, peopled by reptiles and
amphiblans that are never known to ap-
proach tho sen, and hence could not
have been carxied from the mainland

o)

A nest of the Cyclura Ri-
cordii, a supposedly extinct
reptile, was found by one of
the natives -with the party.
He dug into the sandy soil
and found several little igu-
anas just emerging from the .
shell

by accidents? Here in the iguana we
had an explanation, Although the igus

_ anas in thelr ordinary round of existence

avold the sea, nevertheless, when thrown -

by aceident into it, they are perfectly
4t home. Potentially they are water rep«
tiles, even though the daily exigencies

of life do not call forth any coritact with '

the ocean.”

ALTHOUGH the days that followed
proved ‘golden in the number of
igﬁanau eaptured by the party, the scien-
tists seemed thwarted in their desire for
thorough information concerning the life
and habits of the queer denizens, Fur-
thermore, they were unable to capture

any particularly lurge specimens. It was _

decided to return to the coest with the
collection in hand, and.Jn a few days the
expedition arrived at Barahona and took
up quarters in the marine barracks,

One of the marines of a venturesome
and curious turn.of mind informed Dr.
Noble that on a visit to the island of
Beata, meaning the blessed one, agd
which lies off the coast, he had seén
fguanas as big as crocodiles. From other
gources Dr. Noble heard of gigantie
beasts that struck terror into the mar-
rowbones of all beholders, and he had
visions of & ‘second island of Komodo,
This island, which lies off Borneo, is in-
habited by the largest lzards in the
world., From Komodo have come reports
of a lizard twenty-seven feet in length
and oné actually thirteen feet in length
has been shot,

For the trip to Beata a sloop was ene
gaged and the anclor was presently
dropped off: the seven miles long and tri.
angular block of eroded limestone that
bears the fanciful name, -On the island
the scientists joined forces with a party

of- native hunters who had come to the

place in quest of wild goats and pigs
and soon they were afleld with yellow
dogs leading the way., One of the dogs
encountered a monster iguana near its
burrow, and when the lizard disappeared
into {ts hole the dog followed. As the
party reached the opening the dog

emerged, dripping with blood and a badly.

bitten head as a result of his encounter
with the ferocious iguana. .

" Nearby the burrow the party.came te
a clearing that had once been tha site
of an anclent Indian settlement, and as
Dr, Noble began a&n inspeotion of the
ground his trained eyes discovered
broken eggshells, Examination of the

shells showed that they were of an une.

known varlety.. Then, when the realizae«
tion came to the scientists. that they
might be iguana eggs, an intensified
search was Immediately inaugurated,

Oro.of the natives started digging and-

suddenly he jumped to his fest with &
cry and held out to view & baby iguana
in the very act of emerging from an egg,
The pinnacle of success had been ate
tained. The Angelo Heilprin Expedition
had accomplished a work that would.be
of great value to the world of science.
Further digging revealed many nests
of the strange lizards and the party was
able to make a comprehenslve study of
the little-known rhinoceros iguana.
Larger iguanas than ever before cape
tured by investigators were taken by the
party and in addition four apecies of
smeller lizards, entirely now to science,
wore discovered, Loaded down .with
specimens, alive and preserved the expe.
ditlon was eagor for the return to eivie
lization that the world of secience might

-be given the rosults of their labors undex
‘a brofling tropie sun, .

OF THE captured iguanas more than

forty were returned to New York
allve and many of thess were sent to
the New York Zoological Park, -Here a
strange thing occurred that has caused
Dr. Noble and his assoclates to marvel,
They found. the iguanas to be ferocious
in teraperament and entirely opposed to
friendly advances. But within a short
time after their .arrival 4n the
cal Park reptile houso Headkeeper
Tommey began to. cultlvate friandship
with the fearsome-looking arrivals, It
was not long before he could enter thefr
cages without a display of temper on
their part and, as he persisted in his ex.
periment, the keeper finally won the cone
fidence of one of the betusked lizards
to the point that it will climb onte hia
kneess : '
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